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1. NOMINATION. EMB KHARTOUM RECOMMENDS SUDAN PEOPLE'S ARMED 
FORCES (PAF) CHIEF OF STAFF )COS) MAJOR GENERAL 

BASHIR MUHAMMAD ALI FOR FY 75 DA VIP TOURS PROGRAM. 

POSITION COUNTERPART CHIEF OF STAFF US ARMY, BUT ALSO 
INCLUDES OPERATIONAL CONTROL SUDAN'S SMALL AIR FORCE AND 
NAVAL UNITS. BASHIR MUHAMMAD ALI NAMED COS AND PROMOTED 
MAJOR GENERAL OCT 73. HE IS FORMER COMMANDER ARMORED 
CORPS AND 1967 GRADUATE USCGS FT LEAVENWORTH, AND WE 
BELIEVE HAS FULL CONFIDENCE PRESIDENT NIMEIRI. SPEAKS FLUENT 
ENGLISH AND IS CONSIDERED EXCELLENT PRROFESSIONAL 
SOLDIER. 

2. SUPPORTING STATEMENT. STRATEGICALLY PLACED IN 
MIDST MOST IMPORTANT NORTH-SOUTH AIR ROUTES TO EAST 
AFRICA, SUDAN BORDERS EIGHT AFRICAN STATES AND RED SEA, 

AND IS CURRENTLY LED BY MILITARY LEADER (NIMEIRI) PURSUING 
SUDAN-FIRST POLICY WITH MILITARY OFFICERS PLAYING MAJOR ROLE 
IN GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS. FOLLOWING 1969-1971 PERIOD 
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SUDAN BEGAN SEEKING BROAD TIES WITH WEST INCLUDING 
1972 RESUMPTION DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH USA AND FRG AND 
REVERSION TO CLOSE LINKS WITH WESTERN (0-458:7)-4)6 7 ) 

MILITARY TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT. USSR REMAINS IN 
RESIDUAL ADVISER ROLE WITH PRC ACTIVELY PROVIDING 
MATERIEL. VISIT TO US BY COS BASHIR WOULD BE CONSISTENT 
US EFFORTS INCREASE VARIETY CONTACTS WITH GOS (AS INDICATED 
BY RECENT RESUMPTION OUR MODEST MILITARY TRAINING 
PROGRAM FOR SUDANESE OFFICERS IN US) AND WOULD BE 
WELCOMED BY PAF AS OPPORTUNITY STIMULATE INCREASED 
DOD INTEREST IN SUDAN. AS NEW APPOINTEE, BASHIR ALSO 
HAS PROSPCECT REMAINING IN OFFICE FOR SOME TIME THUS PROVIDING 
LONGER OPPORTUNITY FOR BENEFICIAL TRIP FALL-OUT. CURRENT 
SUDANESE SUPPORT EGYPT IN MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT NO BAR 
VISIT AS LONG AS CEASEFIRE REMAINS EFFECTIVE. 
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